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RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS (PC)-E 

Response to Comment Letter PC-E1 

Comment PC-E1-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-E2 

Comment PC-E2-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

It appears that this comment pertains to the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project because 
Wilshire Boulevard is not within the I-405 Improvement Project limits. Please direct your 
comment to Metro Community Relations (6060 Center Drive, 2nd floor, Los Angeles, CA 90045-
2952, 213-922-3665). 

Response to Comment Letter PC-E3 

Comment PC-E3-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

Valley View Street is part of the SR-22 WCC Project and includes HOV connectors at SR-22/I-
405 and I-405/I-605. The Valley View Street Bridge will only be constructed once, under the 
SR-22 WCC Project. None of the bridges constructed/ improved as part of the SR-22 WCC 
Project (i.e., Valley View Street and Seal Beach Boulevard) will have to be 
reconstructed/improved as part of the I-405 Improvement Project.  

It appears that your comment pertains to the WCC Project. Please direct your comment to the 
OCTA Community Relations Office (550 South Main Street, Orange, CA, 714-560-5376). 
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Comment PC-E3-2 

Please see Response to Comment PC-E3-1. 

Comment PC-E3-3 

Please see Response to Comment PC-E3-1. 

Comment PC-E3-4 

Please see Response to Comment PC-E3-1. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-E4 

Comment PC-E4-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-E5 

Comment PC-E5-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Under Alternative 3, two new lanes would be added to the existing six lanes connecting I-405 
and SR-73. The two new lanes would be on a new bridge that would link the centers of the two 
freeways. The elevation of that bridge at its highest point would be lower than the existing bridge 
carrying the northbound SR-73 over I-405. However, the new bridge would be longer than the 
existing bridge, extending farther to the west before touching down in the median of I-405. The 
noise evaluation presented in the Draft EIR/EIS in Section 3.2.7, Noise, assumed the proposed 
direct connector and noise abatement was considered. 

Caltrans/OCTA have considered a design option for Alternative 3 that would eliminate new 
lanes south of Euclid Street, except for extension of the southbound auxiliary lane approaching 
the Harbor Boulevard exit ramp north to Euclid Street. The direct connector between the 
medians of I-405 and SR-73 would not be constructed. If Alternative 3 is selected as the 
Preferred Alternative and the design option is implemented, no additional lanes would be 
constructed on SR-73, and there would be no improvements to the I-450/SR-73 interchange. 
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Please also see Common Response – Replacement of Fairview Road Overcrossing/ Truncation 
of Tolled Express Lanes. 

The Noise Study was prepared in accordance with FHWA’s 23 CFR 772 regulations and 
Caltrans’ Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol (Protocol). Only Alternative 3 would require 
construction of the SR-73/I-405 connector. It is true that the connector structure can be seen from 
some areas. Traffic noise impact analysis was conducted with this configuration. A comparison 
between existing and future predicted noise conditions is provided in Appendix N (N1; pgs G-53 
and G-54). The locations of the receptors nearest to the location identified in your comment 
(R1.37 through R1.47) are shown in Figure 2 in Appendix N (N5). The maximum predicted 
future noise level is 64 dBA at R1.47. Noise levels at all receptor locations (R1.37 through 
R1.47) do not approach (within 1 dB) or exceed the NAC (67 dBA). Consistent with 23 CFR 772 
and the Protocol, no new soundwalls or modification of existing soundwalls are recommended.  

Comment PC-E5-2 

Please see Response to Comment PC-E5-1. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-E6 

Comment PC-E6-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

As described in Section 3.1.6, the I-405 corridor can be traveled in 13 to 25 minutes in the 
northbound direction and 17 to 37 minutes in the southbound direction during the peak hours. 
The existing travel times are consistent with your observations; however, in 2040 corridor travel 
times are forecasted to increase to 101 to 133 minutes in the northbound direction and 95 to 163 
minutes in the southbound direction under the No Build Alternative during the peak hours. The 
proposed project is necessary to accommodate future demand and reduce congestion.  

Comment PC-E6-2 

Please see Responses to Comments in community groups CG4-4 through CG4-6.  

Comment PC-E6-3 

As discussed throughout Chapter 2 of the Draft EIR/EIS, only Alternative 3 would include a 
tolled Express Lane facility. SOVs could choose to pay to use the tolled Express Lane facility. 
HOVs meeting occupancy and other specified vehicles, such as zero emission vehicles, 
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motorcycles, vehicles with disabled license plates, and disabled veterans, could use the Express 
Lane facility for free or reduced toll. Please see Common Responses – Preferred Alternative 
Identification and Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-E7 

Comment PC-E7-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-E8 

Comment PC-E8-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-E9 

Comment PC-E9-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. Please see Common Response – 
Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment PC-E9-2 

Alternative 1 would avoid the Almond Avenue soundwall, and Alternatives 2 and 3 would 
require relocation of the wall up to 10 and 3 ft to the north, respectively. Alternatives 2 and 3 
would likely include parking restrictions along Almond Avenue to maintain the City street 
standards for two-way travel. Caltrans/OCTA have considered design options to avoid relocation 
of the soundwall under Alternatives 2 and 3. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue 
Soundwall. 
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Comment PC-E9-3 

Alternatives 2 and 3 would require relocation of the wall up to 10 and 3 ft to the north along 
Almond Avenue, respectively. As discussed in Section 3.1.1.4 of the Draft EIR/EIS, none of the 
build alternatives would affect either Aster Park or Almond/Shapell Park. As discussed in 
Section 3.2.6 of the Draft EIR/EIS, the build alternatives would not have any substantial effects 
on air quality within the project area. Please see Common Responses – Almond Avenue 
Soundwall, Air Quality, and Health Risks.  

Comment PC-E9-4 

Alternative 1 is fully funded from Measure M2. Alternative 3 is fully funded from a combination 
of Measure M and bonds against anticipated toll revenue. At this time, Alternative 2 is currently 
the only alternative that is not considered fully funded. If Alternative 2 is selected as the 
Preferred Alternative, Caltrans/OCTA will seek additional federal, State, and local funding 
sources to make up the shortfall. Please see Common Response – Measure M Funding.  

Respuesta a la Carta De Comentario PC-E10 

Commentario PC-E10-1 

Las agencias de Caltrans y Orange County Transportation Authroity les gustaría agradecerle por 
haber participado en el proceso ambiental para el proyecto de ampliación de la autopista de San 
Diego (I-405). Su comentario fue considerado durante el proceso de selección de la “Alternative 
Preferida”, como esta escrito en el reporte llamando en ingles “I-405 Improvement Project Final 
EIR/EIS.” Se le notificará en la dirección proveida en su Cometario cuando el reporte “Final 
EIR/EIS” va a estar disponible para revisarlo. 

Response to Comment Letter Translation PC-E10 

Comment PC-E10-1 Translation 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-E11 

Comment PC-E11-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment was considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 
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Response to Comment Letter PC-E12 

Comment PC-E12-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments were considered during identification of the Preferred 
Alternative as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in 
your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Comment PC-E12-2 

Based on the project Noise Study, the maximum predicted increase in noise between the existing 
condition and the future build condition for all representative receptor locations along Almond 
Avenue is 3 dBA; however, noise levels represented by most of the representative receptor 
locations would experience no change or decreased noise levels under all of the future build 
conditions. With implementation of Measures NOI-2 and NOI-3, temporary construction noise 
impacts would be minimized. Please see Common Response – Almond Avenue Soundwall. 

Comment PC-E12-3 

As discussed in Section 3.2.6 of the Draft EIR/EIS, the build alternatives would not have any 
substantial effects on air quality within the project area. Please see Common Responses – 
Almond Avenue Soundwall, Air Quality, and Health Risks. 

Comment PC-E12-4 

With respect to a potential bottleneck at the Los Angeles county line, please see Common 
Response – Traffic Flow at the Orange County/Los Angeles County Line. 

Comment PC-E12-5 

Please see Common Response – Preferred Alternative Identification and Responses to 
Comments PC-E12-1 through PC-E12-4 above. 
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